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Historic Greenpoint church re-opens after two year closure. 

Greenpoint, Brooklyn, NY, March 1, 2018 - The Union Baptist Church of Brooklyn located in 
Greenpoint has recently reopened after a two year closure. The City of New York closed the 
building in 2013 after an investigation revealed the 155 year old building was in need of 
extensive repairs, resulting in a full vacate order being placed on the property. Church leaders 
reached out to the Open Door Bible Baptist Church of Astoria and pastors Pete Montoro and 
Mike Newburger to rescue the church.

“We immediately met with the city and told them we had no money and no plan but if they would 
be patient with us we would make things right,” says Pastor Mike Newburger. “We believe the 
community has seen enough churches turned into condos. We knew that if God would provide 
the funds, we would do all that we could to save this historic church.” Fundraising was done by 
reaching out to other independent Baptist churches around the country through emails, phone 
calls, and presenting at ministry conferences. Many hundreds of small donations grew to a total 
of over $200,000. The Landmarks Conservancy of New York awarded a $25,000 grant to help 
with the roof. The building now has a new roof and renovated lower hall. Future projects needed 
to fully restore the Civil War-era church include fixing the stained glass windows, repointing the 
exterior brick work, renovating the upper level sanctuary and installing a living space for the 
pastor’s family.

The church says it is now seeking to restore the vision of its founding members by being a light 
of truth and hope in its community.  A rededication service has been planned for May 6th to 
mark the occasion of the church’s reopening and its 170th anniversary. Their theme for the 
rededication service is, “A New Journey on the Old Path." More information can been found at 
the church’s website, www.unionbaptist.church. 

The history of Union Baptist Church has been documented by local historian and New York 
Times featured author Geoffrey Cobb. Mr. Cobb is a Brooklyn high school history teacher and is 
the author of a history of the area, Greenpoint Brooklyn's Forgotten Past.
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